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Dear MCU Community, 

Think about it; the next time you read the Cougar Connect, it 

will be finals week. The stress will be gone, and you will be knee

-deep in making those final summer break plans. Anyway, I just 

wanted to thank everyone for taking the time to read our news-

letter. We have had a blast putting it together and hope you 

have had fun reading it. Remember to “like” the Cougar Con-

nect Facebook page if you haven’t already and take a glance at 

the online version of the Connect. Also, be sure to check out 

our features for a fun, stress relieving surprise.  

Remember, if you want to submit something to the Campus 

Literature section or if you have any comments, questions, or 

suggestions, email me (myriahsnyder@hotmail.com).  

– Myriah Snyder  
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A few of the boys had a great time playing flag football and enjoying the 

beautiful spring weather! Goodbye, winter! 

mailto:myriahsnyder@hotmail.com
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April 11th & 18th - Beach Volleyball 
and Ice Cream! 

April 25th - Movies on the Lawn  

May 2nd - Inflatable Water Slide 

      *Wear regular clothes! 
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The obvious choice for this month’s outstanding campus 

style is Karen Williams. April’s Cougar Connect is honored 

to spotlight Karen for being the shining light on anyone’s 

bad day across our campus. Dressed to the nines in her 

own personal design as Captain Yo-Yo, we also asked Karen about her 

fashion favorites. 

Every Monday and Friday, she makes her fashion statements in her 

own ways. Her Monday shirt is a green t-shirt depicting the phrase-“I 

am just one big ray of sunshine, aren’t I?” Her Friday shirt is gray, with 

a jug of milk and a cow, with the cow admitting it is the milk jug’s fa-

ther, to which the milk screams a distressed-“Nooo!” 

When asked what her 

staples were for sum-

mertime, she replied, 

“My favorite thing to 

wear during the summer 

is flip flops and my UK 

basketball hat. Also, 

shorts and tank tops!”  

By: Tessa Sanders 

Karen’s notorious Friday t-shirt. 

While these tips may seem like no-brainers, they are easy to forget during times 

of overwhelming stress. The countdown reigns in at three weeks until finals, 

and we have to press on through these mind crushing days before we can put 

those “ways to begin your summer tips” to use, right? 

 Sleep at least eight hours a night, no exceptions. Clocking in on less sleep 

ruins your focus, even if cramming during the night 

may seem the way to go. If you’re falling asleep dur-

ing your final or too distracted about the prospect of 

your bed, you will  be assured to fail. 

 Outline and organize your time. You have twenty-four 

hours in a day, use it wisely! Turning on the Xbox or 

the television to watch your favorite show may seem like a good way to 

take a break, but you may spend more time doing that instead of studying. 

Spend more time hitting the books– and you’ll relish in the luxury of your 

material items when the week is done. By: Tessa Sanders 
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Cougar Connect: You’re an interesting guy, perhaps the most inter-
esting undergrad Greek/Bible instructor in the world. Tell us some 
things about yourself. 

Mike Baker: I came to know Christ as my Lord and Savior as a high 
school student. Since that day, I’ve tried to follow His will and direction 
for my life. I graduated from Pensacola Christian College with a BA, and, 
after some of years in full-time ministry, I went to seminary at Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary, where I completed my M.Div. 
and PhD. 

I enjoy hunting, fishing, golf, reading, and spending time with my wife 
and family. My wife’s name is Jena, and we have four children. Along 
with teaching, I also pastor Crosswind Church in Union City, TN. 

CC: What led you to come to MCU? 

MB: I began teaching at MCU at the beginning of this school year after being contacted by Dr. Stephen Williams. It’s a privi-
lege to minister the Word in any capacity, and I love the opportunity He’s given me to teach at MCU. 

CC: If you were a superhero, what would your superpower be?  

MB: I’m just a simple Arkansas boy at heart, so, if I were a superhero, I’d like to have the power to locate fish and entice 
them always to bite. I reckon my costume would be camo with a pair of knee-high rubber boots , no tights, but perhaps a 
cape. By: Darren Fletcher 

Date: 3-20-13  

Speaker: Wayne Chapman 

Scripture passage: Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

I. Why did the Son of God go through the crucifixion?  

 A. He bore our grief.  

 B. He carried our sorrows.  

 C. He was pierced for our transgressions.  

 D. He was whipped for our well-being.  

 E. He died so we could have peace with God 
 through Him. 

II. Jesus is the Good Shepard. 

III. We need to ask ourselves these questions: 

 A. Do I know Jesus as my personal Lord and 
 Savior?  

 B. What Jesus do I follow?  

 C. Which Jesus do I serve? 

Date: 4-3-2013  Speaker: Dr. Baker 

Scripture passage: Matthew 6:25-34; 1 Peter 5:6-7 

I. The proposition stated. 

 A. Don’t worry 

B. Why? You have a powerful Father. 

II. The proposition illustrated 

A. Object Lesson 1- Birds  

B. Object Lesson 2- Useless effort 

C.  Object Lesson 3- Lilies 

III. The proposition restated. 

 A. Don’t Worry 

B. You’re a believer you should act differently.  

C. The most high God cares about all your concerns and 
worries. 

IV. The proposition displayed.  

 A. How to avoid worry 

B. See it as sin.  

C. Trust in the Lord.  

D. Take your worries to the Lord.  

E. Don’t cross bridges until you come to them. 
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In the spirit of April Fool’s Day, we asked around campus to see what good pranks were played this year! 

Darren Fletcher: “I dumped the sugar out of the sugar bowl and replaced it with salt.” 

Codie McKellips: “I replaced conditioner with sour cream, and I dipped raw eggs in chocolate, and wrapped them in Cadbury 

egg foil, and gave them to the unsuspecting victim. Also, I had a friend tell me she was moving to Alaska!”  

Myriah Snyder: “Someone told me that I should get people from random area codes to text my ‘victim’ Happy Birthday. At 

the very least, it would be annoying!” 

Cassidy Mayberry: “I hung Lindsay Sanders’s blanket from the ceiling, put all of her bedding up high and put her stepstool 

above the sink so she couldn’t reach anything.” 

Be sure to put these in your back pocket and use them next year! By: Myriah Snyder 

Sarah Watkins is taking many road trips with family and friends. 

Sara Green is going to England with her family. 

Natalie Duvall is taking a trip to Ireland in July. 

Cassidy Mayberry is going to Disneyland with her whole family. 

Lindsay Sanders is spending time with her entire family. 

Jt Jones is spending his summer camping and in Florida. 

Lonna Starnes is coaching volleyball. 

Garret Ballard is spending his summer at the lake. 

Tessa Sanders is celebrating her June birthday in Nashville. 

By: Myriah Snyder 

What is  

Mario’s 

favorite 

play? 

 

Answer on 

back page. 
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Today, I would like for us all to pause for a moment 

and talk about fake people. A definition for the word 

fake according to dictionary.com is as follows: “to 

conceal the defects of or make appear more attrac-

tive, interesting, 

valuable, etc., 

usually in order 

to deceive.” This 

definition sheds 

a “not so posi-

tive” light on the idea of being a fake. To further 

stress the completely negative aspect of being fake, 

let’s take this a step further and observe some syno-

nyms (words that mean the same as) of this word. 

Here are some good examples: artificial, bogus, 

counterfeit, make-believe, and sham.  

Now that we have established that being fake is bad 

(duh), let’s talk about why people are  fake. Why is it 

that so many of us are fake? Christians try to fake it 

every day. So many of us “live for the devil” on Sat-

urday night, then “get our church on” come Sunday 

morning. What’s even worse is that we Facebook 

and Tweet about our Saturday night, then act as if 

we are angels the next day. Sometimes we reverse 

this, and our Facebook cover photos are Bible vers-

es, we post an inspirational quote every day, and 

yet, we brag to our 

friends about our 

“night lives.” 

Sometimes very 

little broadcasting 

of our real selves is 

done in order to keep up the charade.  All I have to 

say to that is REALLY??? 

I will lay off the Christians and just talk about fakers 

in general. We as humans sometimes try so hard to 

be the “perfect person” that we lose ourselves in 

the mix. We honestly have lost touch with who we 

are and who we were meant to be because we are 

too busy getting caught up with trying to be some-

thing that were not. Seriously, Get Real! Life is short, 

and our insincerity, lies, and pretentious acts are 

robbing us of living up to our potential!  

C’mon people! By: Myriah Snyder 

When I try to right my wrong, 
What still sings to me is Your Divine love song, 

Plays in my head all the day long. 
But the depths of the bad I cannot see, 

The chasm that it puts between You and me, 
It puts me into a state of conscience that is not free. 

A state of atrophy begins to consume, 
My precious life I wish to resume, 

To live life in your light I cannot presume. 
When I am lost in sins darkness, 

Your love remains just like a harness, 
Drawing close to You carried to completeness. 

In order for these wrongs to be made right, 
Things must be brought to light, 

Only can be done with your Son’s blood in sight. 
So, can I make right the wrongs I’ve done? 

Stepping out on faith, lives journey just begun, 
Knowing you sustain me like the rising sun. 

Such vague Christianity, 
Leads all to insanity, 

Making one big catastrophe. 
So fake, so refined, 

The deceitfulness of your pseudo-love defined, 
Don’t think to this I’m not inclined. 

Drawing further from this inclination, 
Make obvious your faith in desperation, 

This by no means in an exaggeration. 
Filling our churches the wolves kill many, 

Like robbing a bank and not leaving a single penny, 
Leaving the sheep all alone dead and clammy. 

Oh Heavenly Father hear my plea, 
That You would flood them out like the rising sea, 

And fill Your people with Your all sufficiency. 
Father hear our plea…  
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BURR! That seems to have been the 
theme as of late with the way the 
Lady Cougars softball season has 
been playing out. Trying to squeeze 
a game in whenever they may with 
this Kentucky weather is unpredicta-
ble. The ladies also have been on a 
slight struggle, managing to play 

games as of late, both coming out to be hard fought 
and learning experiences for the team, all in one. The 
Lady Cougars still have a bundle of games left to play 
on the schedule. They will compete against teams like 
Brescia, play regular games and conference games. 
Come out and help support your Lady Cougars in their 
efforts to finish out the season strong! 
By: Reggie Elkins 

For the last several weeks, the quality of play for the 

Mid-Continent University baseball team has steadily 

improved in most areas, and last weekend was no ex-

ception, as the Cougars continued their final season of 

TranSouth play at Freed-Hardeman University. Mid-

Continent played very well against the Lions, putting 

their ballclub in a position to win each of the three 

games, however, the one problem for the Cougars 

continues to be issuing walks to opposing hitters.  

 

Freed-Hardeman took advantage of free passes all weekend, drawing 20 walks 

in total during the three game series, as the Lions took two of the three games 

in the weekend set. Mid-Continent fell into a 6-1 hole on Friday night, battling 

back but falling just short and taking a 7-5 loss. On Saturday, the Cougars saw a 

6-2 lead erased as Freed-Hardeman came back to take the win 7-6. In the series 

finale, Mid-Continent again built a lead, this time 4-1, and again the Lions came 

back to even things up, forcing extra innings with the score tied at 4-4. In the 

eighth frame, Hunter Bolden rolled an RBI single through the left side, driving in 

Dylan Rasch with what proved to be the game-winning run, as the Cougars took 

the 5-4 win to salvage a win from the three game set. 

 

Dondre McCarter and Dylan Rasch each launched their first homers of the sea-

son for Mid-Continent at Freed-Hardeman, with Uriel Hawkins also having a big 

weekend at the plate. Hawkins was 6-for-11 (.545 AVG) in the series with a dou-

ble, a run scored, and two Runs Batted In. By: Tim Shay 
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 Here is a test that I would bet 95% of the people reading this would not be able to pass: 
Go to a room, leave all electronics and potential distractions outside, sit in a chair, shut the 
door, and do absolutely nothing for five minutes. Go ahead; try it. If you cannot, then there is a 
very good chance that too much of your life is filled up with a stream of attention-hogging ac-
tivities that prevent you from seriously thinking about anything. Blaise Paschal, a French Chris-
tian philosopher, said, “All of humanity’s problems stem from man’s inability to sit quietly in a 
room alone.” It sounds like he’s talking to our generation. The crazy part is he was born in 
1623! 
 If lack of solitude was a problem then, the problem is one thousand-fold today. Making 
time for quiet matters. Being quiet allows you to muse. It teaches you to think for yourself and 
to think critically. It relaxes the mind and refocuses your subconscious on things of greater im-
portance. Biblically, it teaches you to consider the things of God. 
 David, while thinking about how long he might or might not live, said, “I was mute and 
silent; I held my peace to no avail, and my distress grew worse. My heart became hot within 
me. As I mused, the fire burned;” (Psalm 39:2-3, ESV). Follow this pattern. David became quiet 
for the purpose of drawing near to God and overcoming certain obstacles in his life. When he 
became quiet, his soul became uneasy. The Bible says his heart became hot within him. The 
reason is seen in the next phrase; he was musing on the things of God. Musing simply means to 
think deeply, to meditate. As David sat back with his mouth shut with probably no one around, 
thinking deeply about his life and how short it would be, fire began to build in his very soul. 
 The problem with the majority of us is not that we do not have enough time; every-
body has the same amount of time, every single day. Our biggest problem is that we do not 
make enough time for things that really matter. There are some things we cannot accomplish 
unless we spend time alone with God. If you are frustrated because there are certain sins that 
you can’t break free of, it might be best to go to an empty room and consider the cross. Think 
about what Jesus did there. Read and seriously think about passages like Romans 3:21-26 or 1 
John 2:1-2, instead of reading a book on the subject or venting to a friend or “trying hard-
er” (which doesn’t work, by the way). 
 Instead of swinging harder at the tree, stop and sharpen your axe. 
 Set aside time every day, even if it’s just fifteen minutes, to stop, open the Bible, read a 
small passage, think, then pray. God will reward you for your dependence. The amount of joy 
you have in your life is directly related to the amount of God you have in your heart and mind. 
Staying busy is not hard; as a matter of fact, it is much easier than sitting still. 
 “Be still, and know that I am God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted 
in the earth!” (Psalm 46:10, ESV) By: Will Troutman 

On March 27, approximately 150 students attended the Cross 
walk chapel. It was a very solemn event that helped each student 
gain a better understanding of what Jesus suffered for each and 
every person. Over the course of the mile long walk, students took 
turns carrying a heavy cross. Carrying it was difficult, and no one 
could bear it for long. To think of Jesus having to carry that cross 
after the beating he had endured, up a long, lonely hill is hard to 
imagine. His love was beyond anything a person will ever find in 
the world. He died on that cross for you and for me, but the good 
news is that He did not stay dead; He arose from the grave. He 
provided us victory over death so that we can live with Him in 
heaven. The cross that seemed like the end was only the begin-
ning of God’s master plan. By: Anna Nolan 

Joke Answer: Mamma Mia! 


