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Student Editor: Myriah Snyder 

Assistant Student Editor: Tessa Sanders 

Social Media: Codie McKellips 

Staff Editor: Dr. William Mason 

Dear MCU community, 

This is the last issue of the Cougar Connect for this semester! This 

also means that the school year is practically over! Finals are ap-

proaching, and the stress is soon to disappear. The blissful morn-

ings of sleeping in are right around the corner! Just hold on a cou-

ple more days! As you can see, this issue is color, so we tried to 

pack it full of pictures. Make sure you and any of your friends that 

might be in it grab your copy. Also, we want to say thank you to 

everyone who contributed to the pictures in all of the issues, via 

Facebook, Instagram, or by just submitting pictures! Be sure to 

keep those coming to the Cougar Connect Facebook page with all 

of your summer excitement. In this issue, we have featured a 

short history of the Bible College and a word from Dr. Debra Hud-

son.  We also took time to highlight our graduating seniors in this 

issue. Everyone, have a safe and blessed summer, and the staff of 

the Connect looks forward to seeing you next year! -Myriah Snyder 

In This Issue: 

A Word with Dr. Hudson - pg. 2 

Student Life - pg. 3 

Counting Creation - pg. 3 

Where We Came From - pg. 4 

Chapel Notes - pg. 5 

Spring Class of 2013 - pg. 5 

Guard Your Summer - pg. 6 

These Lyrics Linger - pg. 6 

Cougar Recap - pg. 7 

Devo - pg. 8 

Textbook Buy Back - pg. 8 

The softball girls have had a great season playing together as a team.  Although we are sad 

to see our seniors leave, we are all excited to see where this team goes in years to come. 
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Dr. Debra Hudson is the visionary behind 
the Cougar Connect. She is the Acting Vice 
President of Academic Affairs at MCU and 
came to us after 17 years as Dean of Aca-
demic Services at Colorado Christian Uni-
versity, her alma mater. Between her and 
her husband of four years, they have two 
boys, two girls, and eight grandchildren. 
She accepted the Lord as her Savior when 
she was 14 at a little church in Trinidad and 
was baptized in the Colorado River some 

years later. We are incredibly blessed to have her and her talents at MCU. When asked if she had anything that she 
wanted to say to the student body before the summer began, Dr. Hudson told the Cougar Connect the following: 

“Congratulations to the 28 traditional graduates who successfully completed their degree and are off to new and ex-
citing ventures. We are so proud of your accomplishments and privileged to walk with you through this educational 
journey. You are gifted with new knowledge, wisdom and insight. You received precious gems from a very dedicated 
faculty. You’ve also had an honor hundreds of thousands of graduates will never have –completing your degree at a 
Christ-centered University. You have been challenged to think in ways pleasing to God, not man. It would be a waste 
of your entire education if you fail to dedicate your life to the God who loves and dances over you. Only He has the 
perfect plan for your life (Jeremiah 29:11). Keep in touch through the Alumni Asso-
ciation and come back to see us. We want to celebrate your future accomplish-
ments too.  

And to all students who are completing the 2012-2013 year, congratulations to 
you too! Each year you complete toward your degree is a significant accomplish-
ment and says you are focused, determined, and willing to run the race before 
you. Whether you finished well or struggled, we are glad you chose MCU. You, too, 
take away new knowledge, wisdom, and insight that you can use to better your-
self. The privilege to attend a Christian university is not to be taken for granted. 
Find ways to prepare yourself for next year’s challenges. Work on areas of weak-
ness and continue to exercise your strengths. Dedicate daily time to developing 
your faith and dependence on God. Regardless of how you finish this year, next 
year can be better than this year – it’s up to you.”   
By: Myriah Snyder 

 

Attention All MCU Juniors and Seniors:  
Become a member of the MCU/Pepsi MidAmerica Team! 
 

Many career advancement opportunities available through this exciting partnership 

such as: 

 Experience in your field of study (Business students) 

 Access to special events, rallies, and concerts 

 A head start on career development 

 And much, much more! 

For more information, contact Mr. Dave Puckett in Advantage! 
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On Earth Day, Mrs. Pierpont’s biology class adventured beyond the beige 

school walls to the lawn for their lesson. As they transformed into environ-

mentalists, the class counted 

the population of grass, in-

sects, and rocks in their space 

of the yard.  They meticulous-

ly calculated the square feet 

of their working zone, and 

came together entirely to de-

termine the overall popula-

tion of species. “Biology made 

Earth Day interactive rather 

than just a lecture about the 

day itself.” Sarah Watkins ex-

plains. By: Tessa Sanders 

As we finish strong this semester and look forward to days in the sun,  

don’t forget about time being potentially wasted. Make this summer 

an opportunity to polish your rѐsumѐ for future jobs in your field by 

taking on an internship. It isn’t well known amongst college students 

that internships are available strictly online based, without having to 

visit any offices, while also being conducted over the phone.  

Many websites offer a multitude of internships, the largest base being 

internships.com, which holds over 8,000 prospects. Do not be discour-

aged if you think it’s not possible with your major. History students can 

take archiving jobs, English majors can edit publications, and business 

majors can help organize and assist offices. This can all be done online, 

no matter where the city, so don’t hesitate to put yourself out there! An 

internship can lead to wonderful possibilities, such as a job with that 

company you intern for down the road. This opportunity may also allow 

you to branch out and move to a bigger city. Online internships can 

range from six to ten hours a week of your time, most of which you al-

ready spend on the internet as it is. The websites listed are just a handful 

of the many you can search for in your summer internship endeavors! 

By: Tessa Sanders 

 http://www.internmatch.com/ 

 http://www.careerrookie.com/ 
 
 http://www.summerinternships.com/ 

 http://college.monster.com/ 

 http://internships.com/ 

http://www.internmatch.com/
http://www.careerrookie.com/
http://www.summerinternships.com/
http://college.monster.com/
http://internships.com/
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April 10, 2013  

On April 10, Prof. Embry’s Life of Christ class presented a play about the 

crucifixion. The play took the audience inside the last days of our Savior. 

Music that day was a trio provided by Kelli Cates , Jill Harris, and Melissa 

Chandler with Blake Schneider narrating.  

April 17, 2013 

On April 17, the Kentucky Baptist Men’s Chorale joined chapel and led 

worship. The group consisted of Music Ministers from across Kentucky. 

The KBC did a spectacular job, and the Spirit of the Lord was definitely 

present. 

April 17 was also Justin Carrico’s, our beloved campus pastor, last chapel 

with us. We are so sad to see him go but are excited about his future at 

Trace Creek Baptist Church. The staff and student body sent him away 

with prayer in this bittersweet chapel service. By: Myriah Snyder 

  

I love MCU for numerous reasons, but one of those 

reasons is that many different cultures and back-

grounds are represented on campus; from the deserts 

of Arizona to the nation of China, our school is literally 

a melting pot of culture and beliefs.  I once heard 

someone say, “As you are going, remember where you came from.”  And what was meant by this statement was, of course, as 

you pursue your goals in life, remember from where you came.  Not so much your physical locale or where you were born, but 

from where your life once was to where it is now going.  With this in mind, I felt it necessary to give you a brief history lesson 

and offer to our school leaders a challenge: to where are we going as a community and from where did we come? 

Mid-Continent University has its roots in 1947, when a group of local pastors sought to organize a Baptist educational institution 

in Western Kentucky.  Beginning in Clinton at the First Baptist Church, then known as the West Kentucky Baptist Bible Institute, 

the school would eventually find its way to the city of Mayfield, where it has since been located.  In 1955, the college’s name 

was changed to Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College; and, in 1972, 

construction began on the site which MCU now rests.  In 2004, the 

name was again changed to Mid-Continent University.   

The school was founded on the idea and principle of educating Bap-

tist ministers and equipping them to reach the world with the Gos-

pel.  As MCU grew in number, it became evident that followers of 

Jesus were finding themselves on the mission field while in college, 

connecting with others who had never heard the name of Jesus.  No 

longer does MCU seek to just equip ministers, but it also seeks to 

share Jesus with every student through love. The Spirit of God has accomplished this strongly in recent months, primarily 

through students reaching students through student led small groups and Bible studies.  

As MCU moves forward, may the students and administration alike remember what MCU’s vision once was in the days of its 

founding: to make disciples in every corner of the world.  Unlike then, God has literally brought the four corners of the world to 

MCU’s campus; so, let’s remember from whence 

we came as we move forward and proclaim Jesus 

as the one and only Christ and Savior.  
By: Darren Fletcher 
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   Behavioral Studies  

Cory Ames 

Brandon Gibbs 

 

Math 

Melissa Chandler 

 

General Studies 

Austin Clark 

Jesse Turner 

Education 

Magen Hancock 

Andria Miller 

Tristana Williams 
 

Missions & Evangelism 

Doug Jones 

Eric Trout 
 

English 

Tanna Jones 
Tyler Hall (Education) 

 
History 

Daniel Wilson 

 

Psychology & Counseling 

Lindsey Bryant 

Antonio Davis 

Marlon Dotson 

Marcus Johnson 

Caleb Lutrell 

Shanice Martin 

Caleb McMinn 

Jessica Temple 

Alyssa Ybarra 

 

 Business 

Randi Eveans 

Mervyn Hazelwood 

Breona Houston 

Tae Kim 

Jordan Manney 

JaRobyn Tomlin 
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These Lyrics Linger. 

They beat a drum; 

My ear drums  

tremble. 

 

The percussion is precise 

and sharp in my mind. 

It is a relentless reminder: 

an irremediable reoccurrence. 

 

It Pounds an ache 

behind my eyes 

as they Swell with regret, 

and the disappointment 

Streams down my cheeks. 

 

Remorse. 

Repent. 

and Repeat. 

 

These lyrics linger. 

This sinful song, 

Stuck in my head. 

By: Marissa Nickerson 

Be sure to keep up the great 
writing over the summer so 
we can feature YOU in the 
fall issues of the Cougar 
Connect. 

These Lyrics Linger 

Today, I want to take time to not address a problem, but more 

to prevent one. Summer is, in my opinion, one of the best 

times of the year. First of all, there is no school (well, for most 

of us anyway). Second, the weather is so nice. It just beckons 

us to go outdoors. Third, ordinary time with friends somehow 

turns into fond memories once the summer ends. Therefore 

today, in the fun spirit of summer, I offer the student body an 

admonition: Don’t use the freedom of the summer as a free 

pass to “damage” your life.  

Sure, summer is a time to relax. Most of us don’t have to be 

quite as organized or disciplined. Saturdays aren't filled with 

catching up on an overdue paper. Monday mornings don't 

have to start at the crack of dawn anymore. Nevertheless, with 

this relaxed schedule sometimes comes a relaxed mindset.  

I mean, why would we want to get up early on a beautiful Sun-

day morning and spend it in church? Why would we schedule a time to sit down and have a Bible study when we 

don't have to study  anything else over the summer? We can conveniently “unfriend” the school on Facebook, so if 

we want to waste our summer partying or drinking, well, who is really keeping tabs?  

Nonetheless, I do want to remind everyone that although the seasons change, God never does. Our spiritual life 

should be on an upward rise no matter what time of year it is. So this summer, “take time to be holy.” If you are a 

Christian, God paid the ultimate price for you. Don’t take a season of irresponsibility and disappoint your Savior. If 

you are not a Christian, well, just be sure that you are not making decisions over your summer that are going to 

adversely impact your life. After all, I once heard it said that the decisions that you make today affect your tomor-

row. 

So the main admonition of this is to 1)Stay in church this summer, 2)Don’t make any stupid decisions this summer, 

and 3) take time to keep your relationship with God going strong. Have a great summer, MCU, and I hope to see 

you back next year! By: Myriah Snyder 
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This issue of the Cougar Connect sports 

page is highlighting the entire year’s sports. 

As always, the Cougars have played their 

best and displayed sportsmanship in every 

game, and we are excited to see where 

next year leads! 
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Slavery is not ideal to say the least. It implies that all 
that you are, whatever you own and whatever you 
do are subject to the slave master. There is no true 
freedom for the slave. While slavery still exists today, 
it is virtually gone in the United States and is some-
thing typical people tend not to worry much about. 
What are the odds that a person living in the land of 
the free could come under the bondage of anyone or 
anything? Americans do, in fact, enjoy unparalleled 
freedoms, rights, and privileges the rest of the world 
simply does not get. 

As unlikely as it may sound, you are a slave. You de-
sire freedom from all bondage, but you are already in bondage. I do not mean that everyone has a human slave master to 
answer to, or that every individual has to work without pay. I am suggesting that everyone serves something. Think about it: 
what is your ambition? It could be a sport such as basketball, baseball, softball, or volleyball. It could be something artistic like 
playing guitar or drums, painting pictures or performing plays. It may be relaxing, partying, or having a good time. Whatever 
you spend your time and effort doing, whatever you desire the most, whatever you are planning your future around, you are 
subject to that thing, and therefore you are a slave to it. 

What does this mean? It means you can never make yourself truly free, and not a single thing we can accomplish will ever 
satisfy the human desire to be out of bondage. Take (arguably) the world’s greatest basketball player: Michael Jordan. In an 
interview earlier this year with ESPN senior writer Wright Thompson, Jordan said “I would give up everything now to go back 
and play the game of basketball.” Looking to the future, Jordan says, “How can I enjoy the next 20 years without so much of 
this consuming me?… How can I find peace away from the game of basketball?” Jordan has already passed his prime, and he 
can only go down hill from here. He sold himself to the game of basketball, and it left him empty and despairing. He’s a slave, 
just like you and the rest of the human race. 

What is the solution? Jesus said much concerning this topic. One passage that stands out is John 8:34-36, “Jesus answered 
them, ‘Truly Truly I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; 
the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed” (ESV). There is nothing inherently wrong with 
anything listed above, but it becomes sin when you live for it (that is idolatry) or exalt yourself in doing those things (that is 
pride). As long as you value anything at all outside of Jesus, you will be a slave to it, and just like Jordan and so many others it 
will leave you empty and despairing. 

Jesus is willing to buy you and free you from the bondage of this world. Here’s a paradox: if you want to be free, become a 
slave to Jesus. Immense and immeasurable joy comes from living for Jesus, and unlike anything else you may serve, he satis-
fies. Denounce whatever it is you hold above him and ask for forgiveness for serving another master. Make him your Lord, 
and become overwhelmed by the sense of freedom that comes from serving the One who you were created to serve. Every-
one— and everything —else is just not good enough. By: Will Troutman 

Check the book list for all titles MCU will be buying from students (not all are 

from this semester, so look on your bookshelves & under your bed!) Bring 

any book(s) you want to sell to the OLD Cougar Closet at the designated 

times. Your “sale” will be calculated and the amount will be turned in to the 

Business Office. If your account balance is ZERO at the end of the semester, 

you will be issued a refund check for the amount you are due. Otherwise, 

your book money will be applied to your account balance. 

Wednesday, May 1 – Friday, 
May 10, from 1:00 – 4:00 
PM (each day), in the OLD 
Cougar Closet (Room 109 in 
the Administration Building). 


