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DEVO 
On Memorizing Scripture 

If you are a Christian, you are commanded to love God’s Word and to study it diligently. 2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do your best to 
present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth” (ESV). 
Psalm 119:165 says, “Great peace have those who love your law; nothing can make them stumble.” Not only is it commanded in 
scripture to love God’s Word and study it diligently, it is also a good idea. It brings delight, it gives peace, and it keeps you from 
stumbling.  

Even before Jesus came to earth, the Israelites were memorizing scripture. Priests and those who wanted to be priests would 
memorize very large portions. They did not have the convenience of an iPhone Bible app or even the privilege of their own 
bound copy of the Old Testament Scriptures. If someone wanted a Bible, they had to keep it in their head. These practices con-
tinued in Jewish culture up until Jesus’ day. Did you ever wonder how Paul and others could quote the Old Testament in their 
writings so often, and even from places like prison? Paul could quote the Old Testament from prison because he had memo-
rized a large part, if not the majority, or the entire Old Testament. 

Our thoughts are where temptations start. Our thoughts are where depression starts. Our thoughts are where the attitude we 
have for the rest of the day starts. Whether we will do good or bad, feel fine or depressed, be motivated or apathetic, is deter-
mined largely by what and how we think. Paul said, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” Notice that his 
remedy for the disease of being conformed to the evils of this world is transformation by the renewal of your mind. Your mind 
controls what you do and how you do it. If, as a believer, you do not intentionally control your thoughts, they will control you. 

This is the primary reason why memorizing scripture is important: it renews your mind and conforms your thoughts to God’s 
thoughts. For example, you are driving down the highway and you see a very racy depiction of someone of the opposite gender 
on a billboard. You can either let your thoughts control you, be absorbed in it, lust after that person on the sign, and sin against 
God, or you could be transformed by the renewal of your mind. Train yourself to, when you have the desire to lust, turn your 
head and immediately think “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God” (Matthew 5:8). When you quote that scrip-
ture, remember that God is the source of all pleasure and that taking a second look will actually rob you of joy and pleasure, not 
give it. Train yourself to think these ways, and as a believer you will experience victory over sin.  

Here is my personal challenge to you: Memorize one verse per week. Most people can quote you a hundred songs and less than 
10 verses of scripture. For Christians, this is a tragedy; we not only need to be ashamed of but need to repent of. God has given 
us his holy Word as a gift. Let us take full advantage of the gracious gift he has given us, and conform our minds to his by loving 
and committing to memory his Word. By: Will Troutman 

Cougar Connect: What are some goals you've set individually and as a team for the sea-
son? 

Kyle Davis: Individually my goals are to become a better player this season than I was 
last season, and show my coaches what I have to offer. I would love to work my way up 
to our starting line or by advancing to one of the higher teams. As a team, we've set 
several goals. The first is to have a winning season, obviously, but also mesh together. 
We want to become better teammates and better men. We also want to make our 
coach look good by winning games and keeping a positive attitude. We want to undo 
the image that has been bestowed upon MCU basketball from the years past and make 
it one that reflects better on the university, as well as the program, and more im-
portantly one that reflects the positive nature of Christ. Oh, and of course, win the Na-
tional Championship.  

CC: What is different from last season to this season? 

KD: The atmosphere is completely different. People are excited this year about the pro-
gram. Everybody from players to coaches, and even fans are different. It has a different 
feel about it. You can tell there is going to be something special this year. We have 
three teams instead of two, and there is an actual system of moving players up and 
down the rosters. Everything is different from the coaching staff, to new players, and 
new styles. This is going to be a special season.                                      By: Bry Navarro 
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Mini Edition! 

Dear MCU Community: 
The semester is almost over! For those of you who 
are graduating, your school days have come to a 
close! Be sure to finish out strong. Finals week is 
approaching, so study hard, and do your best. Sad-
ly, this is the last issue of the Cougar Connect for 
the foreseeable future, but make sure to keep up 
with all the campus events via social media, 
the school's website, and the new blog! Have a safe 
and Happy Thanksgiving and a Merry Christmas! By: 
Myriah Snyder 

The MCU Spirit Squad had a blast participating in "Stomp for a Cure." 

To read more about it check out MCU's new blog at mcucougars.com.  
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November 6th 

Speaker: Mayor of Mayfield. 

She is a wife and mother. She was a student, now a  graduate of MCU, and 

has a master’s degree. She also taught at MCU. 

She stated that, “God has blessed me unbelievably.”  

She has two kids, one who is a boy going for a Band Major at UK and has a 

4.0 GPA. Her other child, a girl, is a music major.  

Looking at Matthew 5:3-11, the reader will see the phrase, “Blessed.” This 

word really means “Happy, Happy, Happy.” 

Believers need to remember that they are the salt and light, so we cannot 

be satisfied with mirroring other’s lives. Believers must mirror Christ’s life of 

suffering and submission to the Father.  

So why should believers be involved in public services? 

We should be involved in public Services because God is involved in the 

affairs of others. 

We should be involved in public services because of instated government.  

Governments should be used for God’s glory through public affairs.   

How can people be involved in public affairs? Pray! Vote! 

“Bring God’s standard to the world lovingly.” 

By: Jt Jones 

Plan your week around studying- you aren’t going to accomplish anything if 
you don’t plan on actually studying. Quit procrastinating and schedule your 
life around studying, if possible. If you work a lot or have practice, then sched-
ule your free time around studying. Simple.  

Create an Environment Ready to Studying- let’s face it; lots of places aren’t 
ideal places for studying. Make sure the space you choose to study is quiet 
and has enough space for you and all your study tools.  Take an iPod, phone, 
or something to play music on.  Have snacks handy and a drink with some 
caffeine.  

Meet with a Study Group- This might work for some, and definitely not for 
others. If you and your study group aren’t going to be productive and it’s just 
going to be another time to hang out, don’t go.  Your grades are more im-
portant than your social life during this time.  

Schedule Sleep- Do you really want to be a zombie on campus? I’ve done it 
plenty of times, but it’s not the most enjoyable thing, and you’re less likely to 
do well on a test. If you don’t function well on less sleep, then don’t.  

Strategize- Don’t go into studying without a plan! Know how the professor 
has been giving tests and how they are set up. Make a to-do list for classes 
and finish it! Don’t cheat any corners.  

Meet with Professors- If you have questions about the test or what will be on it, then the easiest source to find 
the answers is the person who has been up front teaching it all semester while you played Temple Run on your 
phone during the class. They get paid to do this! And they’re pretty awesome people too!   

By: Codie McKellips 
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