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Founder and Executive Director: Lee Rust 

 

 

 

Welcome to the first edition of Freedom Forever’s newsletter!  I am excited to 

share what is happening in The Gated Community with you.   

The prison system is foreign to most.  Possibly you have never thought about 

prisoners and their lifestyle behind bars until now.  Nearly 14 years has gone by 

since this ministry began its mission to evangelize the lost and hurting in prisons.  

Originally it began with only women but more recently God has opened the door 

to begin ministering to male inmates as well.   

Since, 2012 we have effectively offered God’s Word and shared His love to men 

and women.  This publication will provide some personal notes from these fe-

male prisoners, highlight our volunteers, and share statistics gathered over the 

last 10 years from the inmates. It is my hope that these monthly editions will 

open your eyes, giving you a fresh perspective on the imprisoned in our state and 

nation.  

I’m looking forward to sharing what God is up to “Behind the Wire.” 

By: Lee Rust 
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The FFM volunteer team enjoyed helping with the Eric Horner/Erica Rust 

concert on August 3th for the ladies at WKCC. 
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Julia Thompson has been a dedicated volunteer with Freedom Forever Ministries for 2 
years this month. She is, indeed, a blessing to the work that the Lord is doing here at 
FFM. She is a faithful member of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Cunningham, Kentucky, 
where she had been attending for the past 17 years.  She and her husband, Philip, 
have two sons, Andy and Luke, one daughter in law, Christie, and one granddaughter, 
Anna. When Julia is not volunteering with the FFM team, she enjoys working in her 
yard and caring for her parents. She relishes the chance to get to know them and learn 
things she never knew, especially about her father. 
 
It was through her cousin’s work at FFM that Julia became involved with the ministry. 
The first time that her cousin introduced her to FFM, she was hooked. She had been 
an irreplaceable member of the team since that day. 
 
She uses her unique ability to remember names to minister to the ladies at her facility. 
She shared that so often, these ladies feel as if they are just another number. When 
she can look them in the eye, smile, and address them by name, it helps these ladies 
realize that they are loved. On top of that, her main duty in the prison service is to 
record attendance. 
 
Overall, Julia expressed that her greatest joy in working in this ministry is the opportunity to witness week in and week out what the Lord is doing in the lives 
of these female inmates. Her joy was barely contained when describing personal accounts of just what God’s power has done. 
 
Her heart for the Lord shines through her work in this ministry. 
By: Myriah Snyder 
  
  

Today, Freedom Forever Ministries ministers to three different 
groups of inmates at two different facilities. Each week, a speaker 
and a team of volunteers visit Western Kentucky Correctional Com-
plex and McCracken County Regional Jail and preach the gospel, 
conduct a worship service, plant encouragement, and show Christ’s 
love through caring to the individuals behind the walls of these 
facilities.  

When the founder of this ministry, Lee Rust, was asked about the origins of this work, she said, “Was I equipped? No! Was I ready? No!” She continues, “Did 
God equip me? Yes! Has He stayed faithful to the mission He called me to? Yes!” Lee recognizes that the opportunity to work with incarcerated women, and 
even the newly founded men’s ministry, is all because of God’s hand. 

Over 14 years ago, Lee Rust was struggling with reasons why not to join her church group on their visit to the regional jail. She assumed that she had nothing in 
common with these women. Nevertheless, she went, and immediately God began a work in her heart for these women. After meeting and speaking with some 
of these women, Lee began praying regularly for them.  

God began to show Lee what He wanted her to do. He gave her a vision, and she, with His guidance, began to plan. A name was established, and soon after, 
ideas began to fall in place such as guidelines for the ministry and ideas for a curriculum. It was so strange to Lee that God had already given her so much infor-
mation. She shared this vision with no one but her husband, Eric. He firmly believed that if God had ordained this ministry, He would see it through to fruition.  

Just a few weeks after God planted this idea in Lee’s heart, she received a call from the chaplain of the regional jail, a man whom Lee only knew slightly. He had 
called her to discuss a program he had in mind. This was a Christian based program designed to encourage incarcerated women. As he outlined his vision, Lee 
realized that everything he said was already written in her prayer journal. It was at that point that Lee realized that this was God’s leading in her life. His hand 
was shown in a mighty and awesome way through the inception of this ministry. 

In December 2000, under God's leadership, Freedom Forever Ministries was launched at McCracken County (KY) Regional Jail (McCRJ). Lee's own life, filled with 
abuses and losses, often mirrored the stories she heard from the women to whom she ministered. This in turn, increased her connection to them and aided in 
her ministering. 

In April 2010, the Western Kentucky Correctional Complex (WKCC) shifted from a men's prison to one for women, and the FFM team began a weekly trek to 
Fredonia, KY to establish a new program at this facility. As the numbers in attendance at both the jail and the prison grew, the number of volunteers needed also 
grew. Nevertheless, it was not difficult to draft volunteers, because after one or two visits, nearly all the uncertain volunteers became "addicted" to the work. 

More recently, in the fall of 2012, a men's group began meeting at McCRJ. It started small, as did the others, but even now, it continues to grow under God's 
blessings and the dedicated leadership of the men's team. 

It has been nearly 14 years since God spoke to Lee, leading her to develop a faith-based ministry program for incarcerated women. This vision has grown and 
blossomed into a fruitful ministry that touches “forgotten” lives on a weekly basis. All that God required of Lee was a willing heart and a simple answer: "Yes, I 
will follow." God has greatly blessed her obedience and is continuing to do so through the work of Freedom Forever Ministries.  

By: Terri Parker 
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The chaplain at McCracken County Regional Jail, Bro. Stan Durrett, has been a great blessing to the ministry here at Freedom Forever. In 

November, he will have held this position for 20 years. He has been happily married for the past 34 years. He and his wife have 4 daugh-

ters, 1 son, and 3 grandchildren. Stan Durrett, or more affectionately known as Bro. Stan, has a heart like no other for the inmates at 

McCracken County Regional Jail. 

 

He grew up with a father who was in law enforcement. Bro. Stan received Christ as his Savior when he was 23. Soon after he became in-

volved in church, he received a call to the ministry. While pastoring, he visited the jail at the direction of Cliff Gill. He soon felt the call of 

God, and with the blessing of his church, became the chaplain at McCRJ. Because of his background, he describes becoming the chaplain 

as “a good fit.” 

 

His direct involvement with FFM is minimal, but his presence makes a tremendous difference. Be-

sides organizing the time for the ministry to come to the jail, his role as chaplain means that he is 

doing behind the scenes work with the inmates’ lives. Each week when FFM comes, he acts as a 

“troubleshooter,” being the one to contact if any issues arise. 

 

When asked what the most rewarding part of his job is, he responded by saying that it is being able 

to help people out who are not able to return the favor. He mentioned the passage in Luke 14 

where the servant is instructed to invite the poor to feast. Obviously, his heart is in this ministry 

because of the opportunity to see souls saved. 

 

Without helpful individuals such as Bro. Stan in each facility FFM ministers to, this ministry would 

not be possible. 

 

 By: Myriah Snyder  

August 30th- Eric Horner Concert for McCracken County Men’s 

Jail 

November 2nd- Kentucky Baptist Convention Event at WKCC 

 

Online podcasts through SoundCloud will be coming soon. 

Stay Tuned-Date to Be Announced. soundcloud.com/

freedomforeverministries 

 

Our annual Fresh Greenery Fundraiser, featuring greenery 

decorations of various types of  wreaths, nativity scenes, cross-

es, candy canes, mantle décor, garland roping, handmade 

ribbon bows, and more from the forests of North Carolina, be-

gins with pre-sale in October.  

Inmate Statistics 
Education: (Copyright © Freedom Forever Ministries) 

 71% have completed high school or have 

received their GED. 

 31% have completed at least some college. 
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My testimony is too large to explain here, but I can say that Freedom Forever has 
been a blessing for me! I was brought up in church, so the music is sort of a reunion 
for me. The reading of the Word and the prayers mean so very much to me! Soon 
after I arrived here, I lost my mom. 
 
A very dear friend of mine suggested Freedom! I had come once or twice, I believe, 
but after my loss, I started coming all the time, unless class prevents it. However, for 
me, Freedom has been a way to communicate and feel close to my mom through prayer, song, and the verses. 
 
I find that when I’m feeling alone and lowly, all I have to do is look back on a certain verse, read it over a few times, and I’m all right again! 
 
All I can say is Thank you all very, very much.  
 
By: Anonymous  

 

The Bible Way to Heaven 
 Admit that you are a sinner.  

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23 NIV) 

 Recognize the penalty for sin.  

 “
 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 NIV) 

 Believe that Jesus died for your sins.  

 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIV) 

 Trust Christ alone as your Savior.  

 “For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” (Romans 10:13 NIV) 

Because we are often asked what we teach in the prison it 

seemed like a good idea to include a sample of our lessons along 

with a link so you can hear for yourself how God is working 

“Behind the Wire.” 

The national attention has been on gay marriage so the executive 

director made it a matter of importance to address these issues 

head on because lesbianism is a major problem in the prison sys-

tem. Beginning in Genesis and working through the Bible she has taught on the institution of marriage between a man 

and a woman.  Five weeks later, she is still discovering new scripture pointing to God’s plan for marriage between one 

man and one woman and the sin of sexual immorality.  Since this series began there have been several that were in-

volved in inappropriate relationships break them off because of what they have heard.  Praise the Lord! 

Now we know you probably do not hear this from the pulpit, but these women share how much they love us for telling 

them the truth without sugar coating it!  It seems they have spent much of their life “being handled” and are, quite 

frankly, sick of it.   FFM works hard to share the gospel of Jesus Christ every week along with sound biblical truths that 

challenge all of us to stand firm in our faith. 

By: Lee Rust 


