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Founder and Executive Director: Lee Rust 

 

 

The following is an excerpt from a Western Recorder article entitled 
“Finding Freedom: Prison ministry provides hope through Christ.” This 
article was published in June of 2012. It essentially sums up what the 
ministry is about and shared with the much of Kentucky the work that 
the Lord has laid on Lee Rusts heart.  

     “Without these folks, things would be a lot different here,” said 
Bryan Henson, warden of Western Kentucky Correctional Com-
plex. “When you see the dedication, the loyalty, and their desire 
they have to come in and minister to the females, it means a lot 
to us. They are bringing in tools to allow inmates to make 
changes to their lives that not only affect them but the people 
around them”  

Rust called this generational effect.  

“If we can teach her, train her, get her on her feet and show her 
how God wants her to live— she can teach her children,” Rust 
said.  

Freedom Forever Ministries relies on donations to fulfill their 
mission of preaching the gospel to incarcerated women at 
Western Kentucky Correctional Complex and McCracken County 
Regional Jail.  
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Mike Moynahan and Eric Rust baptize an inmate from the McCracken  
County Regional Jail Men’s ministry.  
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Freedom Forever Ministries (FFM) offers a unique opportunity to 
the incarcerated men and women they minister to each week in the form 
of Praise Points. The Praise Points program was developed as a way to 
encourage perfect attendance and scripture memory.    

Lee Rust, founder and executive director of FFM, recently ex-
plained to the attendees at WKCC that there is biblical support behind the 
Praise Points program.   

"We are training you for the day that you will be released," she 
explained.  "You'll already be in a habit of going to church, so it will feel wrong to abandon the habit you've developed 
here.” We are teaching them discipleship. The goal is to keep them in a church setting upon being released into the world 
again. 

Another lesson Lee hopes the women learn from the perfect attendance requirement is that God is just and fair.  
He will not accept an excuse from one person for doing something and refuse another.  Missing the service is missing the 
service, no matter the reason.  Therefore perfect attendance means being present for all worship services, from beginning 
to end. 

The scripture memorization also goes a long way in developing discipleship.  They are learning the Word of God, 
Words that can aid them during their incarceration and on the outside once they have been released.  Not all of the wom-
en participate, but a majority of them do.  Recently, a woman named Donna wrote the following in a letter to Lee: 

Even for church, I’d never wanted to memorize scripture, but now after doing it this long, I value developing this 
habit. I feel I’ve accomplished something for myself, and I can’t thank you enough for motivating me with $1 each week. 
Now I’d pay you to get to come, but that $4 to $5 a month (it’s help from God through you) has been a true, big help some-
times to buy necessities like shampoo and conditioner or Tylenol!  

The points are converted to dollars and deposited into each inmate’s account.  Five dollars may not sound like 
much, but it gives them money to spend for toiletries and snacks or to save up to use for bigger items such as shoes! 

Sometimes, the ladies can encourage the volunteers in a way we never expect.  Last year, when Lee's newborn 
granddaughter was rushed to a Level 3 Neonatal ICU in Missouri, many of the women asked if they could donate their 
Praise Points to the baby’s parents to help with the mind-numbing costs of the hospital stay.  Those who chose to make 
the donations signed up, and a check was presented to Baby Lily’s parents in the amount of $234 that month.  Lily’s moth-
er, Blair, cried, "These women have so little.  And they want to give it all to us?"  Just like the Widow's Mite, God blessed 
that tiny amount in a special way. 

Praise Points provide the motivation needed to keep these incarcerated individuals involved in worship and Bible 
memorization. This encourages and disciples the inmates in way they sometimes do not even recognize until later. If you 
would like to support the ministry, donations are always welcome. If you wanted to support one inmate's Praise Points for 
one year, $60 would cover it.  Donations can be sent to Freedom Forever Ministries, P. O. Box 7295, Paducah, KY  42002.    
–Terri Parker 

Blessings to the Ministry: Troy Johnson 
It is through the patience and kindheartedness of men and women such as Troy 

Johnson that FFM can operate efficiently.  Troy Johnson has been interacting 

with the ministry for the past two years. He has been the check in guard at 

WKCC, and recently received  a promotion to sergeant that will sadly end his con-

tact with the FFM team. He was the man who would take the time out to check 

out the bags of ministry materials that the team brings in each week. Troy’s love 

for the Lord shows in the kind way in which he interacts with the ministry volun-

teers. His influence on the ministry will be greatly missed.  -Myriah Snyder 



3 

In Their Words 
A team from Freedom Forever Ministries travels 45 

minutes both ways every week to minister to the la-

dies at WKCC. This weekly trek obviously takes its toll 

on the vehicle that the ministry currently uses. There-

fore, FFM is in need of a vehicle specifically for minis-

try use. In light of this, 

they have started a fund 

specifically designated 

for this purpose. If you 

wish to donate to this 

worthwhile cause, you 

may do so online, by 

mail, or by contacting 

the ministry office for 

more details.  

-Myriah Snyder 

I love worship services on 
Mondays. I can’t wait to 
come to them. I find 
peace for the week ahead 
at Life Skills. I enjoy the 
lessons, music, and ser-
vices. I can tell the volun-
teers are dedicated and 
anointed of the Lord. I 
love the extra materials to 
read; they help me stay in 
prayer and the Word 
through the week. I espe-
cially appreciate the pray-
ers that go up for us and 
our families. Thank you all 
so much for the sacrifices 
you make to do the minis-
try here. May God bless your faithfulness.  
-Inmate Testimony 

 Lee has been speaking about the "re" words in our lives--such 
as reveal, repent, revive, and release-- in preparation for the upcoming 
revival event at West Kentucky Correctional Center on November 2.  In 
this lesson, she talked about being filled with God's holiness. 

 God created us with, as one of the ladies put it, a "God-shaped 
hole" in our souls.  Only God can fill it, with HIS holiness.  But too many times, we try to fill it with our own "finds:" false gods, bad 
habits, addictions, and many other things. 

 Lee called these things "counterfeits."  We are substituting these for the real thing, trying to fool ourselves, and usually 
failing.  Some finally learn that only God can fill that space inside them, but others keep searching, trying one thing after another, 
adding bad habits and addictions on top of the counterfeit already in their lives. 

 Satan wants us to find these counterfeits.  He puts them in our paths, things that entice and allure.  In the Bible, we read 
about false prophets and teachings. How can we tell the difference? One of the trademarks of false teachings and these counter-
feit "gods" that we try to fill ourselves with is that...they stink!  An example is smoking.  Think about it.  The clothing, the hair, 
one's breath -- they all stink if the person is a smoker.  But for the smoker, it will take her to a "happy place," a place of rest and 
escape, no matter how short the stay.  It's the reason we fall for these false gods--instant gratification. 

 After reading from Romans 1:20-32, which talks about God's wrath against those who reject Him and choose the false 
gods and sinful behaviors, Lee shared from a commentary.  "The false gods that men worship do not exist, but demons often im-

personate them."  We have already stated that Satan lures us into the 
temptation of these counterfeit things.  Have you noticed that many times, 
those who have these counterfeit fillers feel the need to keep them secret?   

 But those who are filled with God's holiness are identified by the 
sweet fragrance of their Christ-filled lives; this is proven by the fact that 
they do not feel the need to hide their feelings and behavior and are actu-
ally more than happy to share their love for Jesus and help others to find 
the same Savior and the real filling of holiness that only God can give. 

 The goal for each of us is to identify the sin in our lives, confess it, 
and clean it (with God's help). Confession is not revealing it to God--He 
already knows about it! Confession is admitting that we have this sin in our 
lives, and that we need forgiveness and to be cleansed.       —Terri Parker 
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For 9 years now, Freedom Forever ministries has been blessed to have Sue Evans as a part 
of the team.  At twelve years old, she received Christ as her Savior. She has been a mem-
ber of Lone Oak First Baptist Church since 1980, where Dan Summerlin is her pastor. She 
and her husband of 55 years, Charles have three children, 2 boys and 1 girl, three grown 
granddaughters, and dog named Katie 

She began volunteering with FFM after an invitation from Executive Director Lee Rust. She 
prayed about joining the team while sitting in her “thinking chair.” She became really excit-
ed about the opportunity. Consequently the next day she ran into Lee and wholeheartedly 
said yes! 

Sue expressed her love for the ministry. She believes that God placed her here. In her own 
words she responded that “it’s a privilege” to be a part of this ministry. She believes that 
from the start God has revealed himself to her through the work at FFM. She is convinced 
that it is her calling.  

Freedom Forever ministries continues to grow and do the work of the Lord through faith-
ful, dedicated volunteers much like Sue. –Myriah Snyder 

 https://twitter.com/F_F_Ministries ~ https://www.facebook.com/Freedom-Forever-Ministries ~http://www.youtube.com/ffministries100  

 Admit that you are a sinner.  

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23 NIV) 

 Recognize the penalty for sin.  

 “
 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 NIV) 

 Believe that Jesus died for your sins.  

 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIV) 

 Trust Christ alone as your Savior.  

 “For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” (Romans 10:13 NIV) 

 

 October-December– Greenery Fundraiser  
 For more information, visit Freedom Forever’s 
 website 

 November 1– KBC McCRJ Men’s Event  
 Courageous movie showing and gospel presentation  

 November 2– KBC WKCC Event  
 Music, food, and gospel presentation  

 March 8– The Screwtape Letters  
 Presented at Carson Center, Paducah  

Freedom Forever Ministries Social Media 

Religion:  
(Copyright © Freedom Forever Ministries) 

 

 89% profess to be a Christian. 

 47% profess to be a member of a church. 

 21% attended church regularly. 

 86% attended church as a child. 

Volunteer of the Month: Sue Evans 


