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Founder and Executive Director: Lee Rust 

 

 

Genesis 1:5 says, “God called the light day, and darkness He called night.  
And there was evening and there was morning, one day.” 

This was when the calendar was born.  We would use it first to keep track 
of religious days and events.  Over time, it would become more than just 
a religious time keeper; it would morph into a keeper of our time.  Today, 
our calendars have become so full with endless activities; we can barely 
squeeze in another event.   

This year as we reflect on the swiftness with which 2013 has come to a 
close,  I would like to suggest that we take just a moment to consider 
how slowly time moves for a prisoner waiting for a release date.  All pris-
oners keep a calendar, marking each day with a big X, excited to see an-
other year wiped off their books.  Time seems to stand still for them. 
They look forward to our weekly visits because it is a way to mark time. 
It’s an opportunity for them to worship God, to hear from Him through 
the teaching of the Word. More than that, it is a reflection of our minis-
try.  They have little to look forward to, so the time we give means every-
thing to them.  Our time is appreciated more than anything, especially 
during the holiday season.   

I pray as we are already filling our calendars for 2014 that we will take 
some of our precious time to pray for these that most have forgotten.  
Pray also for funding so that we can continue to give of our time each 
week.  -By: Lee Rust 
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Volunteer of the Month: Leslie Watkins 
Leslie Watkins has been with Freedom Forever Ministries since its 

conception almost 14 years ago. During its initial start, Leslie 

worked vigorously around her work schedule to make herself avail-

able for this ministry. Leslie was with Lee Rust, visiting the jail with 

their church group, when God planted the idea for this ministry in 

Lee’s heart.  

Since her retirement from the McCracken County school system, 

Leslie has become more and more involved in the ministry. Today, 

she essentially conducts the music worship portion of the weekly 

services at WKCC. She prepares the playlist for the song service and 

compiles the lyric videos for the praise songs. 

When she is not leading worship, she is walking around getting to 

know the inmates. She takes time to ask and learn each and every 

inmate’s name and inquires about their prayer requests. Generally, 

she just desires to share God’s love with them. Leslie is also a small 

group leader and the moderator for the Good Grief program that 

FFM provides. Her husband, Pete, works with the men’s ministry on Tuesday evenings.  

The most rewarding part of her involvement with FFM is when one of these women comes to her personally to share an 

answered prayer. Her heart simply swells up when she hears that they are being blessed. In reference to her work with FFM, 

she says, “Outside of my church, I can’t see myself doing anything but this.” 

In addition to Freedom Forever, Leslie enjoys serving in her local church, First Baptist Church of Paducah. She is passionate 

about music and sings in her church choir and on the Praise Team. The most important aspect of her life, next to God, is her 

family. She and her husband Pete, married for 36 years, are enjoying their retirement and love to spend time on the beach. 

They have one son and one daughter. Her son Aaron is married and has one daughter Alayna. In her spare time, Leslie en-

joys watching her granddaughter perform in the arts. Her daughter, Jill, is married, and Leslie lovingly refers to her dogs as 

her “granddogs.” 

It is through the hard work and dedication of individuals like Leslie the FFM continues to share the gospel with incarcerated 

men and women everyday.—By: Myriah Snyder 

This class has given me a 
look at my past how I was 
neglecting my children 

when they were growing up. I have been a believer for a long time, but I always fell back 
to my old ways and sinning. I truly believe that this class has opened my eyes to see that I 
am a person that wants to carry the message of Jesus Christ.  

I’ve been beating myself up for so many years over going back to my old ways and know-
ing what I was doing was wrong. But I know now that my heart was not truly given to 
God until a few weeks ago. Please keep me in your prayers. -Inmate Testimony 

The praise music is … uplifting.  

The volunteers give …unconditional love.  

The message gives me… strength and hope. 

Freedom Forever gives me JOY. 

-Inmate Testimony 
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Good Grief 
Freedom Forever Ministries is finishing up this year’s Good 
Grief program. This program offers grief care to the in-
mates at WKCC. They provide this service by referral from 
the psychiatric program at the prison. The program con-
sists of eight sessions in which the participants are divided 
into small groups. The group leaders share God’s word to 
help the inmates through the various issues to be dealt 
with. Good Grief is just one other way that FFM ministers 
to the souls under incarceration.  

 On December 4, I was privileged to bring the lesson to 
the ladies at WKCC in Lee's absence.  The Lord led me to talk 
about the reason we celebrate the season of Christmas. 

 Even as Christians, we sometimes focus on the birth, 
the Holy Child, the shepherds, wise men, and the angels. We 
focus on Christ's coming to earth, which is all true and glorious.  

But we forget why that tiny babe was born that holy night.  In John 12:27-33, Jesus speaks to His disciples and others with 
Him about His mission on earth.  He begins by telling them that His soul is troubled, and asking if He should ask His Heav-
enly Father to save Him from His hour.  He finishes the verse saying, "But that is why I came to this hour."  Jesus knows 
what is coming in the next few hours.  He knows that is the reason He left His heavenly home for this human existence.  
He ends this passage by announcing that if He is lifted up, He will draw all men to Himself, a clue as to the kind of death 
He is facing. 

 Reflect back to that holy night in Bethlehem. Mary had been face to face with the angel Gabriel as he told her of 
the wonderful thing that would happen to her.  Joseph was told in a dream about the Holy Child his intended bride was 
carrying.  And when the babe was born, there appeared angels to the shepherds announcing the birth, and a magnificent 
star, that cast the shadow of a cross, led the Magi to seek Him.  

 Jesus left glory for us. How young was He when he began to really realize what was ahead of Him?  Being God the 
Son, He probably knew from birth!  Can you imagine a child comprehending that when He grew to be an adult, He would 
suffer and die for the people he met everyday? No wonder Jesus' soul was troubled as the hour drew near.  

 The apostle Paul wrote of this great gift, great sacrifice, that Christ had made for us.  He understood better than 
many that no matter how much one sacrificed, how much one did for the kingdom, it could not begin to match the sacri-
fice Jesus made for the world, for the promise of eternal life with Him in heaven. That is why Paul wrote in Philippians 
1:21, "For to me to live is Christ, to die is gain."  If we love Christ, we want to serve Him as long as we live on this earth; 
the more we can do for the kingdom, the more joy we experience.  But what happens when this life is finished?  How 
wonderful to know that we will live for eternity in His presence! -By: Terri Parker 

Freedom Forever Ministries relies on volunteers to spread the 
gospel to inmates across Western Kentucky. The ministry, as a 
non-profit organization, relies heavily on donations to keep run-
ning. Nevertheless, you may not be able to physically volunteer 
time or financially support the ministry. Are you wondering how 

you can help? Perhaps you should 
consider becoming a Prayer Warri-
or. Your email address will be add-
ed to our database, and each week, 
you will receive an email with the 
various prayer requests from the 
inmates listed. It will only take a 
few minutes of your time to stop 
and pray for these inmates.  

While you are in the spirit of pray-
er, pray for us as we minister to 
them also. To sign up to become a 
Prayer Warrior, email                                                 
admin@freedomforeverministries.com. 

By: Myriah Snyder 
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 https://twitter.com/F_F_Ministries ~ https://www.facebook.com/Freedom-Forever-Ministries ~http://www.youtube.com/ffministries100  

 Admit that you are a sinner.  

 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23 NIV) 

 Recognize the penalty for sin.  

 “
 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 6:23 NIV) 

 Believe that Jesus died for your sins.  

 “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8 NIV) 

 Trust Christ alone as your Savior.  

 “For, ‘Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’” (Romans 10:13 NIV) 

Freedom Forever Ministries Social Media 

Arrest Record: 
(Copyright 2013 © Freedom Forever Ministries) 

 24.7 is the average age at the time of their first arrest. 

 5.3 is the average number of times arrested. 

 12.5  years is the average sentence length for prison. 

 1.5 years is the average sentence length for jail.  

 

 March 8– The Screwtape Letters  
 Presented at Carson Center, Paducah  

 
 Online podcasts through SoundCloud have arrived. 

SoundCloud’s mobile app may be downloaded, or you 

can listen online at soundcloud.com/

freedomforeverministries. 

 

Freedom Forever Ministries wishes you a  

During the beginning of December, Jeanne Abell, Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Brown, Eric 
and Lee Rust, and Sarah Talbert traveled to Asheville, North Carolina to help pack 

Christmas boxes for Samaritan’s Purse.  


